
Comprehensive environmental due diligence and appro-
priate inquiry is necessary to protect buyers, tenants, 
owners, lenders and managers (Users) from the hazards 
and liability of past environmental issues associated with 
industrial and commercial properties (commonly known 
as Phase I ESAs). 
 
Appalachia provides Phase I Environmental Site Assess-
ments (ESAs) that are in accordance with ASTM E1527 
standards, which satistfy one of the requirements for a 
User to qualify for the innocent landowner defense to 
CERCLA (Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act) liability. 
 
As part of the Phase I ESA, we conduct comprehensive 
records reviews, interviews, site reconnaissance and re-
porting, often times within expedited timeframes to suit 
our clients’ needs.  Non-ASTM scope property conditions 
can also be assessed, such as asbestos-containing materi-
als (ACMs), lead paint, radon, wetlands, etc.  If environ-
mental concerns are revealed as a result of the Phase I 
ESA, we also provide site investigation  services to fur-
ther assess for environmental conditions associated with 

the subject property (commonly known as Phase II ESAs). 
 
To further assist our clients, we have developed a proprietary 
risk-based site classification system that allows Users to 
quickly screen and prioritize subject properties when Phase I 
ESAs are conducted.  Further details are provided below. 

Introduction 

ENVIRO-CHECK is Appalachia’s proprietary classifica-
tion system that allows the User, as defined in ASTM 
E1527-05, to quickly screen for recognized environ-
mental conditions (RECs) in connection with the subject, 
adjoining or neighboring properties that are identified and 
reviewed from standard environmental record sources.  In 
essence, ENVIRO-CHECK classifies a subject property 
into one of four potential categories (Green, Yellow, Or-
ange and Red) associated with increasing environmental 
risk. 

For example, a “Green” classification indicates that RECs 
have not been identified in connection with the subject 
and adjoining properties and that other neighboring prop-
erties with RECs (if any) are unlikely to pose an environ-
mental concern. 

On the opposite side of the spectrum, a “Red” classifica-
tion indicates that one or more RECs have been identified 
in connection with the subject property. 
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ppalachia Hydrogeologic & Environmental Consulting, Inc. 

Appalachia’s “ENVIRO-CHECK” Phase I ESA Screening Tool 

Appalachia’s Contact Info 

Address:    
477 Garretson Rd   
Bridgewater, NJ  08807  
Ph:  (888) 240-1984   
Fx:  (908) 429-2103 
Email:  info@appalachiaconsulting.com 
Web:    www.appalachiaconsulting.com 

“Yellow” and “Orange” classifications assign levels of risk 
that fall between “Green” and “Red”. 

ENVIRO-CHECK is not intended as a substitute for reading 
and understanding the Phase I ESA report.  However, it is 
extremely useful for the layperson as a “first glimpse” of the 
Phase I ESA’s general findings and can be used by the User 
to prioritize review. 

For additional information and special introductory service 
rates, please contact us. 


